War Il to bring about the Allied victory over Japan is a magnificent story, -

« .+ 6,000 Nisei {Japanese Americans) served in the U.S, Military lnteliigenca Service
(MIS) during World War I} and fought covertly against the land of their ancestry, contributing
tremendously to the Allied victory. They were Hterally, America's superb secret human
weapon then, and what they did has been one of the best-kept secrets of the war,

Their role was truly indispensable and uniquc. for they employed a devastatingly

effective weapon, their knowledge of the enemy's complex and difficult fangusge, which very a

few persons beside them on the Allied side could understand or use, They were superbly

resourceful, courageous and loyal soldiers who served without fanfare in all campalgns andall

fronts of the far-flung war throughout-the Paciﬁc, Ching; India and Burma, and even in Europe
where they secretly interpreted the enemy’s diplomatic communications.

Yet, despite the contributions and sacrifices made by them, their role in that war had
to remain an untold military secret ait these years umll only very rccently It is a remarkable
story without parallel ‘ ‘ A

The “Go For Brolce" exploits of the Nisen 442"" lnfnntry Ragiment imva been well
publicized and recognized, and rightfully so, as the unsurmpassed combat récord of Japanese~
Americans who fought as an integral military unit in }taly and France, The MIS story, on the
other hand, is one of numerous small units of Nise! soldiers who operated in detachments of
ten to twenty men assigned to every combat dlwslon, #rmy-corp and every campmgn Inthe -
war against Japan.

-1t is also the story of much Iarger groups who served at mtelhgence oenters at army
and area headquarters level. Thres main intelligence centers were operated, in the Southwest
Pacific Area under General Douglas MacArthur, the Central Pacific Ocean Area under
Admiral Chester Nimitz, and the China-Burma-India Area (CBI) under Geperal -
Joseph“Vinegar Joe” Stilwejl, ATIS (Allied Translator Interpreter Section), which had as -
many as 3,000 Nisei at its peak. The other conters were JICPOA (Joint Intelligence Center, -
Pacific Ocean Arer) and SATIC gSnutheast Asia Translation and Interrogation Center).

Through it all, as.indispensable translators of captured énemy documents,
interrogators of enemy POWSs and persuaders of enemy surrender; they were saperbly
effective, They also worked laboriously over tons of enemy documents —- maps, battle plans,
diarles, letters, records, manuals ~ af area headquarters, proeluciﬁg voluminous intelligence of
all sorts thet affected Allied strategy and operauons. The man of ATIS, for example, preduced
20-million papers of translations. :

- In the Solomon Islands they translated and mtercapted enemy radio
message which revealed that Admiral Isoroki Yamamoto, commarider-in-chief of
Japan's naval forces, was to arrive at a certain time at Rabaul in a flight of two
“Betty” bombers from Truk. Rabaul was at an extreme flying range of U.S. P-38
fighters, allowing only 15 minutes flight over the target area, but the Admiral’s
arrival was successfully ambushed and the plans were destroyed. General MacArthur
referved to this as the one most singularly significant action of the war.
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The history of Japanese Americans who resolutely served the United State.s in World -

" Priorto U.S. landings in the Phi!ippmes in Octobar 1944, lhanks to transiation done
by MiIS men, the Japanese Navy’s master plan for defending the Phshppines was known to
Allied forces. As enemy flects responded fo U.S. Jandings on Leyte, the U.S, Navy wasableto -
thwart the counter attacks and annihilate the enemy forces,

' Another major coup was capture and translation in 1944 of the enemy’s Z-Plan, the
Imperial Navy's strategy for defending the Marisnas Islands against the U.S. Navy’s carrier
forces. As the U.S, invasion of the Marianas (Guam and Saipan) urifolded, Admiral Raymond
Spruance’s carrier fleet and submarines dealt & death blow to the counter-attacking Japanese
carrier forces, The Great Marianas Turkey Shoot resulted, o complete debacle for the enemy.
Hundreds of enemy Planes were swept from the skiés, and Japanese gircraft carrIers were
never again abie to fight the war. The MIS Nisci made all this possible. '

On Okinawa in 1945, the Tast and bluudmst battle of the war, lasting over two
months, the enemy’s fate was sea!ed by two vital pleces of intelligence translated by the Nisei.
One was the enemy 8 final main defense plan, lzsued a month before the U.S. landings, that
was captured early in the fighting. It was a brilliant plan which accurately predlctad the date
and site of the U.S. lendings and the strategy of the U, S, forces: The eneiny’s mlentions and
strategy were made clenr through the transiation,

. The other was & minutely detailed full contour map of Okinaws, recovered from the
body of an enemy artiliery observation officer. The LL.S. miap of the island has been created
from B-29 aerial reconnaissance photos, and it was highty inndequate, with most the inland
terraln only roughly shown and with many blank areas. The enemy map was trenslated
overnight on an overlay, flown to Pearl Harbor for reproduetion and 72 hours later 12,000
copies were delivered back to Okinawa and distributed to aII units, From lhen on it gulded nil
the U.S. ground action end artillery fire, : u

Maj. General Charles Willnughby, G-2, intelligence chief of Mac Arthur’s

command, unequivocally stated "'I‘he Nisej savad counﬂess Allied hvcs and shnrtcned the war -
by two years.” '

General MacArthur wes ablé to siale with pride, “Never in military hislory dld an .'
army know so much abetit the enemy prior to actual engagemcnt »

‘Major Genetal Frank D. Merrill in Burma said, “As for the value of the Nisei, I .
couldn’t hirve gotten along without them.” And he ordered his men, Merrell’s Marauders, to
protect with thei fives the 14—men team of MIS Nisei under his command.

From the frozen tundra of Attu, to the coral stolls of the Pacific, the jungles ofNew
Guines, the Phillppmes and Burma, the lava terrain of Iwo Jima and the bloodied escarpments
of Okinawa, the Nisel were everywhere, obtaining intelligence from enemy documents. POWSs
and enemy communications, and calling upon the eneimy to surrender. When needed they
operated behind enemy lines and parachuted on assignments without real parachute training.
In Burma and clsewhere they crept to within hearing distance of enemy troops to lcam their
movements, st times tapping and listening to the enemy’s teleplione coffimunications,

Although they were not trained MIS men, early in the war three Nisel, Arthur
Komori, Thomas Sakakida and Clarence Yamagata operated secretly with U.S, Army
lntelhgence before the Philippines fell to the invading Japanese. Two were evacuated from
Corregidor in the nick of time by light plane, avolding capture by the enemy, Thers was no
room on the plane for the third, Sakakida, who was ceptured and tortured, after he interpreted



far General Jonathan Waiuright in the surrender of Corregidor, The enemy “coverted” him to.
their use as a spy, but he fooled them and operated as a dotible agent, feeding intelligence to
Filipino guerrillas which would up at MacArthurs headquarters, These men could be called
the forerunners of the fantastic MIS operations that followed later,

Sergeant Kenji Yasui swam the Irrawaddy River in Burma to an island held by
enemy troops, and pretending to be a Japanese officer, commanded'them to surrender, Barking
orders like a genuine officer, he assembled them and put them through 2 close order drill as he
did g0, Of 17 men, three had fo be killed by supporting Gls, and one committed suicide with a
grenade, trying to take Yasui with kirn, but 13 surrendsred, and Yasui had them push him on a
raft to U,S. troops walting on the river bank. He was aptly named, “The Litile Sergeant York”
and was awarded the Silver Star, : - .

- On Saipan, following the enemy’s final demonic and sulcidal Banzai attack,
Sergeant Bob Noichi Kubo entered a, large cave with only & .45 pistol, laid it down before -
elght enemy soldiers end palavered with them for two hours, even eating a meal with them,
and succeeded fn getting them to surrender, along with 122 civilians. The enemy was about to .
kill him at first, but were gmitien by his boldness. Kubo was awarded the Distinguished

Service Cross for his unbelievably courageous feat, . :

- In Burma with the Merrilis Marauders, Scrgeant Roy Matsumoto crept to within
yards of an enemy unit preparing to atiack, lenmed what they were about to do and exactly
when they would, then crawled back to the Marauders and enabled & trap to be set. As the
enemy moved into position to attack, he shouted in Japanese the order to charge, to which they
dutifully responded, attacking prematurely, When. the action ended, 54 enemy were dead, with

no casualties to the Gi's, He was awarded the Legion of Merit,

On Iwo Jima, Corporal Terry Takeshi Dof earned the nickname “Guts Doi" by
volunteering to fiush the enemy from their caves. Armed with only & flashlight and  knife,
and stripped to the waist to show he had no gun, he approached and crawled through cave after
cave, urging the enemy to surrender. He brought them out, one to three at a time, and even up
to & dazen, His courage was incredible, and he was awarded the Silver Star.

~ The héroic and resourceful actions of the MIS Nisel were simply myriad, As the war
progressed closer to Japan, they further performed an unequalled; compassionate role an
Saipen and Okainawa, saving the lives of thousands upan thousands of non-combatant enemy
civilians by flushing them from caves, often at the risk of their own fives, -

Some weze killed in action, in New Guiniea, Leyte, Luton and Okinawa. The names
of three of them, Sergeants Prank Hachiya of Oregon, George Nakamura of California and
Yukitake Misutari of Hawaii, appear on three major buildings namied after them at the Defense
Language Institute in Monterey Mits Shibata died og Le-Shima, near Okinaws, shat in ervor
by a BAR-wielding GI as he sought to rescue some civitians. Eddie Fujui perished in o
kamakaze attack on his ship at the Karama Islands off Okainawa as he intercepted enemy
radio communications. Bill Imoto, Shoichi Nakahara and Satoshi Kurokawa are others who
died in different places, And over twenty ATIS men were killed ina plane crash on Okinawa,
Their names were Japanese, but hey all sorved and died as American soldiers, ‘

As General “Vinegar Joe” Stilwall snid, “The Nisef bought an awfully big hunk of
America with their biood,”

Reviewing the éxploits’ of the MIS _m_ej.n:,' quor General Clayton Blsssli, -Chiefb_f the

Miitary Intelligence Division of the War Department, told 2 graduating MIS class: “If you

- languages. .

Iapnnme-Américans are ever qi:gsﬁoned as to your loyalty, dori*t even bother to reply ... Your
gallant deeds under fire will speak so toudly that you need not answer.”

" When the war ended in August of 1945, their work was not over, for now they were

- needed to bridge the langunge gap in the Allied Occupation of Japan, This they did,

performing again In indispensable role, ‘ ‘ o
Most of them were volunteers, Many were Kibei, or “retumees to America,” who

had been sent to Japan by thelr parents to be educated there before the war. Not all were

'bijingually_ expert, for the Japanese language was exceedingly hard to learn and use. But they
teamed up with the Kibei whose Japenese was stronger to do their job,

At home in tl-ie U.S., many of their families were In relocation centers, behind

. barbed wire and guarded by armed soldiers, since all persons of Japanese ancestry had been

evacuated from the west Coast in 1942 by the U.S, government and placed in these camps in

isolated locations. Yet, they responded to the Army’s calf for volunteers to MIS duty.

Like the Nisei who served with the 442™ Regiment in Europe, these MIS Nisel
fought two wars - one against the military enemy and the other against racia} prejudice and
distms_t toward their kind at home. By fighting the first, they would overcame the other,

Surprisingly, éven before Pear! Harbor in the summer of 1941, several U.S. Army

‘officers, with admirable prescience and faith in the loyalty of the Nisei, set about establishing

& secret school to trafn them in military intelligence, Thése officers, including John -
Meckerling and Kal'E. Rasmussen, had been American military attaches in Japan in the 30's
and-were acquainted with the difficulty of msstering the Japanese language. They foresaw a
dire need for American soldiers capable of deciphering the language in the event of war with
Japan, - '

The officers sucteeded in obtaining the War Departmhént’s approval to proceed, and
with a meager budge of $2,000 for supplies, they launched the school on November | ina
small hanger, which still stends today, at Crissy Field in the Presidio, There were four civilian
Nisei instructors and 60 students {58 Nisei and 2 Caucastans) assembled from varfous army
units, Teaching materials had to be devefoped, and the first Seats were orange crates. A special

military language dictionary in Japanese and English had'to be created, ail hand-written.

- From this sparse beginning, when war came the schioot was rapidly expanded as the
need and demand for its graduates mushroomed, The totaf relocation of Japanese persons from

‘the west Coast in June, 1942, and the rampant war hysteria and racial hate prevailing there,

also caused the school to be moved at that time to racially more hospitable Minnesots — to
Camp Savage, a former Civil Conservation Corp log-cabin camp 20 miles south of
Minneapolis. There the school underwent Breat expansion as combat units in the Pacific
demanded more and more MIS soldiers, In 1944 the school was moved to mare comfortable

.quarters at Fort Snelling in St, Payl,

© - By the war's end, the school had traitied and sent a field 6,000 men. Then after the
war it was moved back to the West Coast in 1946, to the Presidio of Monierey, where it
became the now permanent and extensive U.S. Defense Language Institute, which has trained
through the years since then more than 70,000 vatusble military linguists in varlous strategic

" The Presidio Army Kuseu
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ALASKAN DEFENSE COMMAND SOUTHEAST ASIA COMMAND

Adak, Attu, Dutch Harbor, Kiska.

SOUTH PACIFIC COMMAND
Bougainville, Espiritu Santo, Fiji,
Guadalcanal, New Caledonia, New
Georgia, New Zealand, Samoa, Tahiti,
Vella Lavella.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC COMMAND
Admiralty, Australia, Borneo, East indies,
Morotai, New Britain, New Guinea,
Philippines.

CENTRAL PACIFIC COMMAND
Eniwetck, Formosa, Guam, Hawaii, le
Shima, Iwo fima, Kwajalein, Makin,
Okinawa, Palau, Saipan, Tarawa, Tinian
Truk, Wake.

I

Burma, China, India, Indo-China, Malay
States, Siam (Thailand), Sumatra.

EUROPEAN COMMAND
Versaiiles, France (at Supreme Headguar-
ters Allied Expeditionary Force - SHAEF)

CONTINENTAL U.S. COMMAND
Camp Ritchie, MD (Pacific Military
Intelligence Research Section - _
PACMIRS), Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

CANADIAN COMMAND
Vancouver, British Columbia (Japanese
Military Intelligence Division),




